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Steven K. Yoda
See more on

Walzer Melcher & Yoda LLP

WOODLAND HILLS - Steven K. Yoda is a name
partner at the family law boutique Walzer Melcher
& Yoda LLP, where he brings a decade of experience
as a commercial litigator to the celebrity divorce
arena.

Among his clients whose names have become public
is Kanye West, whom Yoda represented in his $2.1
billion divorce from Kim Kardashian. The case
concluded last year and Yoda no longer represents
West. Marriage of Kim Kardashian West v. Kanye
West, 21STFL01626 (L.A. Super. Ct., �led Feb. 19,
2021).

Yoda joined Walzer Melcher in 2015 after working at
�rms such as Keker, Van Nest & Peters LLP; Bird, Marella, Boxer, Wolpert, Nessim, Drooks,
Lincenberg & Rhow PC; and Orrick, Herrington & Sutcliffe LLP.

Yoda said he enjoyed being a trial lawyer but wasn't fond of the asbestos litigation defense
work he'd been assigned. That prompted his search for a new career.

"I'm the wayward sheep who left the �ock," he said.

"Chris Melcher suggested I try family law because the kind of high asset, high con�ict cases
his �rm does end up being like commercial litigation -- our clients hire �rms like Orrick in
their daily business lives. It's worked out really well."

Earlier, Yoda clerked for U.S. District Judge James Ware of San Jose, now a JAMS neutral. "As
far away as divorce court might seem from the hallowed halls of federal court, I think about
my clerkship all the time, especially when I write my briefs," Yoda said.

"Writing briefs, I channel my old clerk self. What would have been persuasive to me? I'm
even more punctilious with citations. A lot of family law practitioners are so used to
working in person in court that they don't always appreciate the power and importance of
written advocacy. I enjoy that art and craft."

Yoda represented a partner in a Singapore law �rm in a post-judgment dispute over
spousal support. The client's ex-wife claimed he owed more than $600,000 in arrearages.
Yoda's brie�ng and oral argument persuaded the judge to deny the wife's claims in their
entirety.

And he represented a Bay Area software engineer whose wife abducted their child to Japan.
Working with Japanese counsel, Yoda �led Hague applications for international child
abduction relief and ultimately negotiated a global settlement on all custody and �nancial
issues.

In a current case, Yoda represents a wealthy commercial landlord in a marital dissolution in
which more than $20 million in assets are in play. The dispute involved the interpretation of
a premarital agreement.

Yoda is a fellow of the International Academy of Family Lawyers, a board member of the
Japanese American Bar Association and the editor of the American Bar Association's Family
Advocate magazine.

"I'm buried and jammed with work. It's like drinking from a �re hose," Yoda said.

- JOHN ROEMER

#371594

  TOP FAMILY LAW LAWYERS

(/SPECIAL_REPORTS/473)

Bookmark

Steven K. Yoda (/search?

end_date=&match_phrase=Steven+K.+Yoda&model=&must_not_have_words=&search=&start_date=)

Close

By using our website, you agree to our use of cookies in accordance with our cookie policy. You can learn more about how we use cookies by reviewing our Privacy Policy here. (/privacy)

https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsu7PExe5s9tVgImev-zq2bSx25dW_Ct_kaBje_Zzd_-C3aaL1MEmaclbeUXM5tqXxBRC5URjQSOtrYOtjAFl_PhUC5dTthptTOqlrIn6Y-p1C3PyfPBhr0Dco3ihZouz62PTtjPqd33ghZ3nUNIWqP-1k1uxAr14r3osG4g2A79nTMZrKYCr7L3CO-QeNwl7t_g8_wpsyyu3Oz8SkTSjy7RSuAwJe3Z97rBC8x-w3RinV0LNwu9nDv8E9CMybqHBdS9ZSUCthXd5RQcDjojHtU-nZAzovARQ_jrIQfdkmWEV2riP166T9IZ9jgROeVbOjrta4iBwQ4qRpic&sai=AMfl-YTCKgfuJWLYsGS3nXkUY530Iufa_eW6hsAwT0KxxuUVdJbLvccnCZEcEvGzCrT8rTlKqaJKRSw5_K085-vvRC8KZxdnSsZQ-zk3mAUfrmTQNkcUIxdUOCRUWAe6c905KBaHlbZh&sig=Cg0ArKJSzChnUc1zdclm&fbs_aeid=[gw_fbsaeid]&adurl=https://www.fedarb.com/panelists/%3Fexpertise%3Dspecial-master%26utm_source%3DDJ%26utm_medium%3Dweb%26utm_campaign%3DSpecial%2BMaster&nm=2
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjssioS6px3IL-6xeeP3rd8i-mclDbNkfJV2a88RcvfvZ6aeEB-BhuwDQEI694Ywg_Ajh6FuxyBrnllTfKAiIzw4PlRKW8tpRXw4OM8sbc32o4dY-3MqKqNCxRanIn1Ryufy08lTY2HicmQcJKo699eBRawUoQebVA9RJqXqI-zPCMnzUwcBX7A_OOS4yFhkC4aXDt1gVODZcLxyls6L7hvya9JQok8WlusgG0DI9kdHXw8VP5PzKCaQaECYlYqutiQshC7cd8bBR0ogaWr9Mn3au_3LpW78AfZSwsjb0U5bRrpH-ee8i2HhqNnnfLfflGOTYyzA7PKy7Og&sai=AMfl-YR1HFpTpDswRqWnLwdVpiOUhbFAZq9YQqBpDYYcFM5hNMEJLYZL5W2nWk8uB7xpJi_6k24uCxl4VaDrwOTqc0vfU_ora7Vaskb_IVddmefU4b2uW0hrPJQoVNsNpIK_lMfzqugc&sig=Cg0ArKJSzApVEGZXa6LC&fbs_aeid=[gw_fbsaeid]&adurl=https://www.adrservices.com/neutrals/karlan-craig/&nm=2
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsv7gD_qLOQ9nYdhIHQnKlU_y5YpL0UHwBr9OG8O5fiduOsyUtvD32lqjNehv5-CseAzCAuggHFFwRXK94dx3Qne18Dk0aXhxU1BwiC8_yWSh4JZJA322sbPwxC9RvFpPa92bOaJXl28rQcoDknQZq5DyMq8RCGujfWj_OMonC6WL46WKQS8luaSP21CzTqI_3X-dd-j0wkj1_yMxHjls1W3V9VSPnjhBA3doP5XFn_9asSM1g3rBAZEmDuNYPea1WVjkeLeb6xCntqngEHWsnu4WXjqNtl47Z009jiCiROvMxDSRdG0rTpman7T6RMk9HSuswTqGjkAaQ&sai=AMfl-YSAifpv4dlaa-ytnQqJdtx6nxYpkQvLTOFfSfqQf2JIMt-DLfoE7GZr6Ctq6wzD2qd9xE7o_gOj2KY78XXI09w7k0GEQ664yPCJsy4OiTV4HHXZF7l4LbWCxqTJwrnK3wQnxmx5&sig=Cg0ArKJSzPMJSOo_wp_8&fbs_aeid=[gw_fbsaeid]&adurl=http://www.baglawgroup.com&nm=1
https://www.dailyjournal.com/special_reports/473
https://www.dailyjournal.com/search?end_date=&match_phrase=Steven+K.+Yoda&model=&must_not_have_words=&search=&start_date=
https://www.dailyjournal.com/privacy


3/20/23, 4:10 PM Daily Journal

https://www.dailyjournal.com/articles/371594-steven-k-yoda 2/2

For reprint rights or to order a copy of your photo:
Email 

 for prices.
Direct dial: 949-702-5390

Send a letter to the editor:
Email: 

   
    

jeremy@reprintpros.com
(mailto:jeremy@reprintpros.com)

letters@dailyjournal.com
(mailto:letters@dailyjournal.com)

© 2023 DAILY JOURNAL CORPORATION. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. (/COPYRIGHT) FEEDBACK (/FEEDBACKS/NEW) ADVERTISE WITH US (/ADVERTISING) PRINTING SERVICES (/PRINTING_SERVICES)

PRIVACY (/PRIVACY) USER AGREEMENT (/USER_AGREEMENT) SEC (HTTPS://WWW.SEC.GOV/CGI-BIN/BROWSE-EDGAR?ACTION=GETCOMPANY&CIK=0000783412) ABOUT  SUBMIT 

By using our website, you agree to our use of cookies in accordance with our cookie policy. You can learn more about how we use cookies by reviewing our Privacy Policy here. (/privacy)

https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsvEhou-b1hourEb-OAC8K_bJ_w-yLNtKeeEC2lMs3S4fuqWie5rjQbb9uSduwNr5flm2DMiiZ8lZDHYmLnIco4B5Cso9VgpMbnLTJ3YOPK-miSaPSFhy-Jul5mF_5EEpgy1jy8NnCFogc9PaZRCvSxHQWy_iOMm0EAaRlbmrhDeeMpcuUTthtXtgVEkfBqBm2u_4JvOvHvdxXmvFhNbGSge0KRApHnoEwwrnnQkVvFIJCe3JWcF2x826Z1cQ2ExjCkHu5nmcjFVrpqK-L78doMGZVbEAqbIshO5vfaFGVwDy7bgUMGxCFkL5DKNGZ5hl5jLs30HwIpv4xDueJo&sai=AMfl-YRJyXgMgh7jk6SDtVZL6BlCEW7GX_D5gdBThFUnqhU4IRPvFe14-qskkQgkQ_flsLs1XP1GUfhX6gL6JxSKsQCFC9Efc8OtCvijH-9ov3CDh0dYasxHKZt6Q1kb85CUwUa8wEa4&sig=Cg0ArKJSzFF1H8lDkEqN&fbs_aeid=[gw_fbsaeid]&adurl=https://www.dailyjournal.com/articles/371362
mailto:jeremy@reprintpros.com
mailto:letters@dailyjournal.com
https://www.dailyjournal.com/copyright
https://www.dailyjournal.com/feedbacks/new
https://www.dailyjournal.com/advertising
https://www.dailyjournal.com/printing_services
https://www.dailyjournal.com/privacy
https://www.dailyjournal.com/user_agreement
https://www.sec.gov/cgi-bin/browse-edgar?action=getcompany&CIK=0000783412
https://www.dailyjournal.com/privacy

