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Summary: Celebrity lawyer and legal analyst Christopher C. Melcher, partner at Walzer 
Melcher Yoda LLP (ranked Band 1 by Chambers & Partners and Tier 1 High-Net-Worth top 
family law attorney by Best Lawyers®), is interviewed regarding the Halle Berry and Olivier 
Martinez child custody and temporary restraining order dispute. 
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Excerpt from the PEOPLE Magazine Article: 

Following allegations made by ex-husband Olivier Martinez, a Los Angeles County judge 
granted a temporary restraining order restricting Halle Berry’s parenting time with their 12-year-
old son ahead of an October 16 court hearing. Berry, through her attorney, strongly denied the 
claims, calling them "entirely meritless and deliberately misleading." 
California family law attorney Christopher C. Melcher stresses that the temporary order is not a 
final determination on the allegations. 

"The temporary restraining order is not a determination on the merits," Melcher 
says. "It's just a, 'Hey, stay away, let's just have a cooling off ... until we can have 
a hearing where findings could be made.'" 

Regarding potential changes to long-term parenting plans, Melcher cautions against assuming 
the temporary order signals what the judge will ultimately decide. 

"Just because the court made some tweaks to their parenting plan in no way 
indicates that that's what the court would do after a hearing," Melcher says. 

Melcher explains that while courts may review past history, recent safety allegations take priority 
in emergency custody determinations: 

Melcher says the court must consider "the totality of the circumstances," though 
the current allegation will likely be central. 

"Primarily the concern is going to be: Did mom choke the child?" he says. "If mom 
choked the child ... that is going to take precedence and be probably the most 
important factor over what might have happened years ago." 

This article originally appeared on PEOPLE Magazine and is archived here for reference in connection with media 
coverage featuring Christopher C. Melcher. 
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